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#32. Social Justice & Activism 


If you’re able to, consider donating to HOPE, 
an organization in Addison County that helps low 
income people secure the resources needed to meet 
their basic needs. To donate, or read more about 
HOPE’s impact in our community, visit go/HOPE. 


At the very least, spead some love and check in on 
the people in your life, this is tough! 


HENRY CRONIC 
CLAIRE CONTRERAS 
WILL O’NEAL 

LIZ SRULEVICH 

CAT LA ROCHE 
SOPHIE HOCHMAN 
HANNAH GOKASLAN 
DAVID FACTOR 
SOPHIE CLARK 
CLAIRE MARTENS 
NIMAYA LEMAL 

ZOE COVINGTON-TOWNER 


Crush List 


Cult of Personality 
Primordial Beast 
PTA Liaison 
Minister of Defense 
Enfant Terrible 


Pre-med 


Big Fan 
Future US Army Soldier 


Super Spreader 
Boy Scout Leader, Troop 369 
Domesticated 


Your New Stepmom 


MICAELA GAYNER 
HANNAH BRADY 
TIM HUA 

ELLE SIMMONS 
BASIL ALFARO 
SPENCER FEINSTEIN 
ISAAC DUCKER 


ASA SKINDER & 
FINN LESTER-NILES 


LEX CLAY 


Motivational Shrieker 
The Muscle 

Certified Armpit Inspector 
Catholic Schoolgirl #3 
Best Friend 

Liam McPoyle 

Ryan McPoyle 


Friends of the Pod 


Flat-earther 


EDITORIAL 


The Noodle’s Official Advisory 
Guidelines for Re-Opening 
in the Fall 


As this semester rolls to a slow 
finish, the same question is on 
everyone's mind: will we go back 
to school in the fall, and if so, 
what will that be like? To answer 
this, the Local Noodle has pulled 
together a plan that can get 
everyone back to Middlebury, 
with only some minor lifestyle 
modifications. 

1. We'll just say the toughest 
change first. Unfortunately, there 
can be absolutely no a cappella 
in the foreseeable future. It’s just 
too dangerous—the CDC tells us 
that droplets are spewed out of 
the mouth when people breathe, 
making it an absolute rainstorm 
when a bunch of people are 
breathing and singing together. 
Don't even get Dr. Fauci started on 
beatboxing. It’s a virus’s heaven. 
This is an enormous loss for the 
Middlebury community, and we 
are deeply saddened by having to 
make this recommendation. 


To TAKE A DEEP 


DISCUSSION OF EROTICISM W MODERN THEATER , 


LISTEN, BEATRICE , lenow Y 
HAVING A NERVOUS BEEALDOWA ae, 


2. No more shared panini 
presses. Everyone will get their 
own personal panini press, 
and everyone has to carry 
it around on their backpack 
using a carabiner. Students will 
wait in line for a power outlet 
to use it in the dining halls, or 
honestly, wherever they please. 
This is the only sanitary way we 
can continue to engage in the 
consumption of those pressed 
little packets of warm gold. The 
salad bar is ok, and you can touch 
the serving spoons; we're just 
concerned about your germy little 
sandwiches. 

3. Full-body condoms if 
you want to cuddle someone. 
Cuddling is clearly very important 
for both our mental and physical 
health, and we would not dare 
try and prevent students from 
engaging in affectionate behavior 
with their loved ones. Admittedly, 
the full-body condoms are hard to 
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explain, but a pack of twenty will 
be waiting for you in your dorm 
once you get to school and should 
last you at least the first week. And 
don't fear, claustrophobes; there 
are little holes for your mouth and 
nose (but obviously you'll have to 
wear a face mask over the holes). 

4. No visitors. Okay, sure, your 
parents can drive up and visit, 
but you can only interact with 
them from within your assigned 
visitation tank, separated from 
each other by a thick glass wall. 

5. Speaking of tanks, the 
college has been working ona 
new military-grade surveillance 
system imported from Monterey. 
The tank will be driving up and 
down College Street, making 
sure no one is touching. It will be 
easily recognizable by its rainbow 
decals, its 8-cylinder biothermal 
engine, its compost bin hanging 
out the back, and its six-foot 
cannon that has been repurposed 
from the Battle of Gettysburg. 

6. Painter Hall has to go. This 
one actually is unrelated to the 
pandemic, we just think it’s creepy 
that the doors are only on the 
back. And randomly, WHO agrees. 

7. Last but not least, no parties, 
no darties, and definitely no Derby 
Day. People who want to drink 
and socialize can do that alone in 
their dorms and go on Omegle or 
something. No DFMOs until 2022. 

Although these alterations 
to the life we love so much 
at Middlebury will be an 
adjustment, we are confident 
the Middlebury Community will 
be up for the challenge and dare 
we say, even thankful for the 
incredible opportunity to live the 
Middlebury dream sans guilt- 
trippy a capella concert Facebook 
invites. 


NEWS 


Survey Finds Top Three Quarantine Activities 
Are Baking, Reading, and Crying in the 
Shower While Listening to Joni Mitchell 


With no more centralized college experience, 
Middlebury students have been increasingly 
partaking in novel activities, according to a recent 
survey by the Department of Pop Psychology. The 
three most common activities reported by students 
are baking bread, pleasure reading, and crying in the 
shower while listening to Joni Mitchell. 

Mitch Jones ‘20, who is quarantined in California, 
says, “It was nice to come home and see the folks | 
dig, but it gets so lonely when you're walking and 
the streets are empty, and all the news you read just 
gives you the blues. Since | got home, I've been trying 
to only cry to ‘Both Sides Now’ in the shower twice or 
thrice a day.’ 

Other students did not see such an immediate 
shift in their day-to-day routines. Joan Mitzel‘22 said 
that she started off the quarantine in a routine of 
schoolwork and exercise, but gradually lost steam. 


“Once | realized that we're just captives on the 
carousel of time, | stopped doing my homework and 
started baking bread,” says Mitzel.“And once | realized 
that making bread is way too much work for my’Gen 
Z' attention span, | just resigned to the fact that the 
only way | can feel a semblance of emotion anymore 
is by crying to ‘Cactus Tree’ under a shower head.” 

Interestingly, math and physics majors reported 
little to no change in their day-to-day activities, says 
math major Roger Chillingworth ‘21.5, “What's a 
feeling? Beep boop zero one zero zero.” 

Other notable activities included in the survey 
results include masturbation to feminist porn (#4), 
crying in bed while listening to Sufjan Stevens (#6), 
staring at the wall for hours on end (#9), and getting 
bored and masochistic enough to listen to 10” 
Personal Pizza's EP (#10). 


NEWS 


FDA issues warning 
that Cheetos are in 
fact “Dangerously 
Cheesy” 


FDA issues warning that Cheetos are in fact 
“Dangerously Cheesy.” 

After direct instruction from Stephan 
Hahn, the head of the United States Food and 
Drug Administration, the Parton Center for 
Health and Wellness emailed the Middlebury 
student body today that after months of 
testing, Frito-Lay’s famous cheese puff product, 
Cheetos, have officially been designated as 
“Dangerously Cheesy.” 

The full report, available on the government 
agency's official website, delves into the 
negative side effects of consuming such a 
delicious dairy product. “The dust is what 
will really get you,’ says Dr. Tiger Kingley, the 
head scientist on the team. “It has a tendency 
to lodge itself in your lungs, leaving you 
breathing the sweet sweet taste for weeks 
after consumption. Eventually, you die because 
you can’t get the mouth-watering, dare | say 
‘cheesetastic; taste out of your head” 

The email went on to note that Middlebury 
has been located as a certified “flamin hot 
spot” for having an extraordinarily high 
concentration of cheeto products, many of 
which have been stockpiled in Midd Express, 
Hannafords, and the Mill. 

Students received a follow-up email from 
President Patton checking in to see how they 
were doing after hearing such startling news. 
She included, as has become tradition over 
the past months, a poem to help encourage 
students and foster community apart. A copy of 
the haiku is included below: 


Midd Express Cheetos 
Are Dangerously Cheesy 
i own religion 
- cheese for my whine 


NEWS 


Middlebury Feminist of the 
Year Award Proves Feminist 


Achievements Can and 
Should Be Quantified 


Last week, the Chellis 
House announced that 
Emily-Kate Anne ‘21 is 
this year’s recipient of the 
Middlebury’s Feminist of 
the Year Award, proving 
that feminist achievements 
can be quantified, ranked, 
and rewarded. 

While other nominated Feminist of the Yeer 
students fought against EmipKale ines 21. 
campus sexual assault and for increased access to 
contraceptives, Anne was recognized for her wildly- 
popular Instagram post in which she wore a pussy hat in 
front of the White House at last year’s Women’s March, 
though her other achievement — a theory that peacocks 
are gender-queer and pansexual because of their 
performative flamboyance — is worth mentioning as well. 

Despite the award aiming to promote feminism 
on campus and beyond, the Chellis House wanted to 
underscore their commitment to competitive clout- 
chasing. This is why, despite the prize usually going to 
more than one person, they decided to honor just one 
deserving “nasty woman.” 

Anne accepted her award at a Zoom ceremony 
yesterday, which consisted of six professors and one 
“Zoom-bomber,’ who appeared halfway through with his 
virtual background set to a picture of Jair Bolsonaro and 
Kim Jong Un kissing. 

“It’s an honor,’ Anne told attendees. “I was drawn to 
feminism because | always felt that women deserve rights, 
you know.’ 

Next year, the Chellis House aims to diversify its 
nomination base to include feminists who are not only 
cigender women. An insider source confirms, however, 
that they have their eyes set on Jason Collander‘22 — 
the Economics major and G.S.F.S. minor who paints his 
nails and goes down on girls for a full ten minutes before 


giving up. 


LOCAL 


In Effort to Prevent Voter Fraud, 
Middlebury Republicans Hold In-Person Club Elections 


As the spring semester comes 
to an end, student organizations 
have been tasked with electing 
leadership positions for next fall. 
For most orgs, leadership elections, 
like classes, meetings, and, unfor- 
tunately, acapella concerts, have 
been held digitally. However, in an 
effort to prevent voter fraud, the 
Middlebury College Republicans 
have insisted on holding in-person 
elections. 

Holding in-person elections 
meant that members would have 
had to travel long distances and 
risk exposure to the coronavirus to 
cast their ballot, which an internal 
email called “a totally reasonable 
thing to expect.” 

The email went on to say that 
“anybody who does not make the 


trip is likely a Communist or fan of 
CNN, so we see no problem with 
this policy. To quote a great World 
War | poem, it is sweet and fitting 
to die for one’s fatherland.” 

In the end, only two members 
were able to make the trip to vote 
in person. “Voter turnout was 
pretty low this year. But | like it that 
way. It makes it easier to count,’ 
said the co-president, Margot 
Rubio ‘20. 

Snitch McKonnell, ‘20, the club’s 
other co-president, had a similar 
opinion: “We held our elections 
in-person because we are all about 
democracy. The Constitution very, 
very clearly outlines the rights we 
hold, from the right to bear arms 
to the right to literally destroy the 
planet we live on.” 


“So, anything not explicitly 
included in the Constitution, like 
women's rights, is inherently alien- 
able and not in accordance with 
the American Dream. As such | just 
didn’t see anything in there about 
holding elections over Google 
Forms,” McKonnell declared. 

Even once the trip was made, 
voting wasn't made easy. Along 
with a driver's license, voters were 
required to provide multiple forms 
of identification including seven 
of their baby teeth, proof of their 
membership in Turning Point 
USA, their astrological birth chart 
(signed by a doctor), and a tweet 
featuring their favorite antiquated 
term for a minority. 


AN ALEXANDER HAMILTON FORUM DIALOGUE 


Thursday, May 28, 2020 | 4:30 PM 


Dana Auditorium 


In this dialogue, a leading scholar of peasant studies and a prominent researcher on Malthusian theory will 
advance contrasting views on a critical question in contemporary academia: ARE POOR PEOPLE REAL? 


Answering "Possibly" 

Herman Johnson has been called "America’s 
leading scholar on peasantry" by InfoWars. 
Professor emeritus at Liberty University, he 
recently authored the groundbreaking book, 
Poor People- Crisis Actors? Johnson is a routine 
presence on network TV, including 
appearances on CNN and FOX Business. 


Answering "No" 

James O'Donnell is a professor of population and 
class theory at Brigham Young University. He 
researches implications of the existance of 
segments of the population without trust funds. 
O'Donnell recently published his fifth book, The 
Working Class Delusion- What the Class Myth Says 
About America. O'Donnell sits on the board of the 
Free Choice institute, and recently ran for the 
governor of Alaska on the Libertarian ticket. 


LOCAL 


Cruise Ship on Battell Beach Set to 
House Overenrolled Class of ‘24 


Knowing that they could not 
sleep at night until they bailed 
out the cruise ship industry, the 
Board of Trustees came up with 
a brilliant, unsinkable plan for 
housing the new overenrolled 
freshman class: sticking them in 
an adapted luxury cruise liner on 
Battell Beach. 

The ship, formerly known as 
The Bowel of the Sea, arrived to 
campus with glowing reviews 
from previous inhabitants, such 
as “it’s not a bad place to catch 
a fungal infection” and “when | 
had to shit my brains out for two 
weeks straight, | was glad it was 
on this boat.’ 

Outfitting the ship to meet 
the promise of (relatively) equal 
accommodations for each first- 
year student was rather difficult 
at first since The Bowel of the 
Sea was built for the purpose of 
letting trust fund babies have an 
affair and fetishize poverty just 
off the coast of safety. Because it 
wouldn't be fair to house some 
students in first-class suites 
and have others in 26-person 
windowless cells, the Board 
of Trustees devised a simple 
solution. 

Rather than participating in the 
traditional week-long orientation, 
incoming freshmen will sleep, 
eat, and compete in community- 
building exercise contests that 
take place in an interconnected 
set of passageways within the 


underbelly of the ship. Contests 
range from weightlifting, canned 
food fights, and hide and seek to 
tongue twisters, erectile fencing, 
and chess games. When a bracket 
is filled with winners of each 
contest, the students will be 
assigned housing according to 
their ranking. 

Although some students will be 
disappointed with their eventual 
accommodations they will be 
pacified by the weekly drunken 
lrish dancing nights, which will 
“really stick it to the people 
upstairs,” as “the underbelly can 
survive on passion alone” 

Once they receive their 
accommodations, the first-year 


class can begin moving in their 
belongings and settling into their 
new Vermont home- with a twist. 
New social distancing rules mean 
that because so many students 
will be stuck in close quarters on 
the ship, the first-year students 
must remain quarantined on the 
ship. The Bowel of the Sea will 
thus serve as a multifunctional 
hub for academics, extracurricular 
activities, and more, similar to the 
hit show The Suite Life on Deck. 
Middlebury is extremely excited 
to welcome the largest-ever 
incoming class this fall, and has 
issued a statement that simply 
reads “Let the games begin!” 
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MCAB Swears Spring Concert was 
Going to Be Rihanna 


In more sad news from 
Middlebury, this past weekend MCAB 
emailed the student body to let them 
know that they “swear Rihanna was 
going to headline the spring concert” 
but COVID-19 has forced them 
to cancel and now Rihanna can't 
reschedule or ever consider visiting 
the college again. 

The organizers claim that despite 
the fact that they had managed 
to get her to fly over from London 
and commit to performing in rural 
Vermont, all while staying remarkably 


Middlebury Sends 
Dance Majors 


“Just Dance 4” to 
Prepare for Finals 


As finals begin for Middlebury students, the chair 
of the college's dance department Professor Rollupa 


Hill has announced that the college will be paying 


for every student in a dance course to acquire a copy 


of UbiSoft’s 2012 smash-hit game “Just Dance 4” for 
the Nintendo Wii. 

“As you all know, today’s asynchronous learning 
environment and Zoom are not conducive to a 
traditional final examination,’ says Hill, who is 
revered in her field for revolutionizing Dance 0377: 
“The Anatomy and Kinesiology of Mr. Saxobeat”. In 
a one-sentence email to Middlebury’s five hundred 
seventeen dance majors she wrote, “Starting today, 
you all will have one week to score over three 
thousand points on Just Dance 4's Brock Lobster 
stage.” 

Hill later followed up her email by noting that 
the college could not afford to pay every student’ 
subscription to the Just Dance: Unlimited” 


under budget, the concert will 
now never materialize. She can’t 
do it another year as she made it 
abundantly clear this was the only 
year it would ever work. 

“We didn't tell anyone before 
the shutdown because we wanted 
to keep it as a surprise,’ said MCAB 
concert organizer Kelly Flanorge ‘21. 
“But now in order to stay relevant, 
| mean, keep in touch with our 
community, we felt the need to 
tell students what we had totally 
accomplished but now can never 


actually transpire” 

Although students are absolutely 
heartbroken by the news that they 
missed out on one of the world’s 
greatest pop legends coming to 
campus, they were quickly comforted 
by MCAB's back-up plan: to host a 
giant Zoom concert with all of the 
college's acapella groups singing 
“Love on The Brain” on repeat. 

It is bound to be just as good as 
the concert itself, if not better, 
particularly if one utilizes Zoom’s 
“mute” feature. 


ul 


Green ‘20 received 12,000 pts and was thus rewarded with 
the title of “Megastar” and an “A” on their final. 


downloadable content pack, but strongly urged 
all seniors seeking to graduate summa cum laude 
to “make the damn purchase” and film themselves 
in the 2013 downloadable puppet master 

mode, preferably deconstructing gender binary 
assumptions to LMFAO’s Sexy and | Know it. 

The dance department's action has struck fire 
below the butts of all other departments and has 
received vehement support from dance majors. 
Senior Herschel Green ‘20, for example, is particularly 
pleased. “My copy just arrived in the mail yesterday,” 
says Green. “It should give me the final push to 
complete my thesis, which | have titled ‘Can you do 
the Scuba to Katy Perry’s ‘Part of Me?’ Spoiler alert: 
you can!” 
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Roberts’s baby brother, 14 months, could be found in the front row nursing PBRs in his tiny Converses. 


WOMP Enthusiast Creates Alternative 
Space In Parents’ Kitchen 


Although COVID-19 has crushed the hopes of 
many aspiring Middlebury musicians, it hasn't 
stopped Dylan Roberts ‘22 from recreating WOMP in 
the kitchen of his parent’s house in Rhode Island. 

Roberts described the kitchen as the perfect 
venue. “It can be a little intimidating up there on 
that barstool, just me, my acoustic guitar, and the 
roaring crowd of my two middle-aged parents,” 
noted Roberts. “And sure, it’s hard tuning to “Drop-D” 
while my dad is washing the dishes. But now more 
than ever, we artists must work together to create a 
narrative of hope in this crisis.” 

Roberts reportedly spent two days covering his 
farmhouse style kitchen with faded Minutemen 
posters and spray painted excerpts from “Howl” onto 
the tasteful stone backsplash. 

Dylan's parents, Brandon and Tanya Roberts, 
described the home makeover as “difficult but 

rewarding.” 


“Before he came back , | didn’t know if Dylan 
would be able to feel at home here without having 
an ‘alternative space,” admitted Tanya Roberts, an 
active member of her neighborhood Homeowner's 
Association. “But after a few of his Wednesday open 
mics, I've started wearing cuffed jeans and smoking 
Marlboros around the house. Now I’m addicted to 
nicotine, and | can even play the opening lick to 
“Never Meant” with my eyes closed.’ 

Reports circulated that Robert’s father, Brandon 
Roberts, an insurance salesman and amateur golfer, 
has also discovered a natural talent for slam poetry. 

“| guess it shouldn't surprise me,’ said Dylan 
about his father. “He's always gone on rants that use 
mixed metaphors and unnatural cadence to make a 
muddled point that ends on a completely different 
note than it began. He just needed a microphone and 
a one-word title” 
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God Tells Religion Major 
Their Thesis Fucking Sucks 


After a month of consistently pulling all-nighters 
in his thesis carrel, Religion major Reed Biblios ‘20 
awoke to a letter from God Herself in which God 
declared that his thesis “fucking sucks.” 

Biblios has been researching and collecting 
anecdotes for his thesis If God is Real, Why Do | 
Hurt So Bad since he was thirteen. The work centers 
around provoking the social construction of God by 
chronicling all the times Biblios was hurt unfairly. This 
includes the inciting event for his agnosticism, which 
was when he received a picture from his little cousin's 
bar mitzvah and it looked way more fun than his had 
been. Moved by this instance of inequality, Biblios 
decided that he had an obligation to ask the hard, 
and sometimes uncomfortable, questions. 

In the letter that was mysteriously left under 

Reed's door, God said, “My assistant gave me a copy 
of your thesis, and while | appreciate the time you've 
dedicated, | am concerned by your central research 


You Have Mere 
Seconds to Decide 


With American 
Samoa on Our Side, 
Williams Doesn't 
Stand a Chance 


proposal questioning my existence. | am real, but are 
you? Is time? Is gravity? Is love? ” 

God continued: “I push you to answer these tough 
questions before you even think of questioning my 
existence. If | am not real, then who could make the 
trees go side to side with wind? When people sneeze, 
who do you think blesses them so they don't die? | 
mean, yeah, | haven't smote someone in a while but 
that doesn’t mean l'm not here. In short, your thesis 
fucking sucks.” 

Biblios is still unsure whether this letter is really 
from God. “I don’t know, man? They took away the 
waffle maker in Atwater this morning. | don't know if 
that’s a clear sign that She's pissed at me or what so | 
just keep my head down’ 

While Biblios suffered from God's wrath, other 
Religion majors were spared, choosing to respect 
God's authority and research Her influence in ancient 
pottery, Greek theater, and hegemonic structures. 
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CDC Finds E 


son 


COVID-19 Cannot se 
be Sexually : 
Transmitted, Ski 

Patrol Off the Hook 


The Middlebury organization most obsessed with 
having sex with each other, Ski Patrol, breathed an 
enormous sigh of relief today upon reports from 
the Center for Disease Control (CDC) that the novel 
coronavirus cannot be transmitted sexually. As long 
as they have face masks on, do not kiss, stay twelve The CDC complimented the Patrol for having a 
ski-widths apart and keep their neon beanies on contact tracing mechanism already in place. 
— a time-honored regulation enforced by patrol 
leadership — there is little risk of contracting the 
disease. 

“Along with splinting broken legs and preventing 
life-altering concussions, we love to be intimate with A a 
our patrol mates. To think that the CDC almost took i 
that away from us saddens me. Other than beer and 
skiing, it’s our only way to bond,’ said Parker Slope 
‘20, president of the group. 

This news was also received with relief by Tara 
Grank’‘21.5, who is dating Jackson Lyle ‘20 and also 
sleeping with the Ski Patrol treasurer Julia Alexander 
‘22, who is sleeping with Bowdoin Fox‘22.5, Bates 
Main ‘20, and Colby Sutton ‘21.5, the latter of whom 
is sleeping with McKenna Allen ‘23 but talking to 
“Tank” Remez‘21 and just ended things with Jared 
“Hot Snow” Eaton III‘20.5, but they're still hooking 
up. 

The CDC's report is more timely than ever, as the 
patrol is all quarantining together at their parents’ 
ski houses in Stowe and they are obviously still 
cavorting and canoodling. Famously, the patrol has a 
sex web where they record every hook up between 
members and hang it in the Top Hut, a feature ins a 
that will prove useful to contact tracers should a i 
COVID-19 breakout occur within their social circle. 

Meanwhile, fringe groups at Middlebury such as e 
the College Republicans continue their efforts to CC 
abolish hot people's presence on campus. 
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Middlebury Loses Baishakhi Taylor to Smith in 
Late First-Round Pick for NESCAC Dean Draft 


The much-anticipated NESCAC Dean Draft 
occurred over Zoom last night, and this year’s draft 
class included some of the most intellectually 
and physically elite talents the league has ever 
encountered. However, in an unfortunate turn of 
events, Middlebury lost their Dean of Students 
Baishakhi Taylor to Smith College, which had the 
first-round pick on all NESCAC draft prospects by 
virtue of joining the conference last year. 

Taylor, who was the 2015 NESCAC Rookie Dean 
of the Year, plans to start her offseason training with 
Smith come July. She signed a four-year deal to join 
the team as first-string Dean of the College and Vice 
President of Student Life at Smith, scoring her a 
well earned $76 million base salary with a $23,000 
signing bonus and various other incentives. 

Smith’s Head Coach and Dean of Spiritual Life Joan 
Harbaugh noted: “We've had our eye on Taylor ever 
since the Panthers picked her up in 2015. At Midd, 
Taylor battled through two especially difficult spring 


seasons, facing infamously tough opponents, such 
as Murray in 2017 and Legutko in 2019. Throughout 
it all, Taylor earned herself a spot as a top prospect 
and is now cashing out in a big way.’ 

Students who Zoomed into the draft were 
overall surprised by the loss. “My fantasy league 
did our annual Dean Draft last week,’ said Panthers 
quarterback and administration superfan Ruck 
Greeves III,‘21.“At one point | said to my friend: no 
way the school trades Taylor. She’s a huge asset to 
the student body, plus she has unmatched arm 
strength and pinpoint accuracy. But the years pass 
quick in the ‘CAC, and you never know what you're 
going to get.” 

Losing Taylor wasn't the only blow to the Panther’s 
roster last night. Late in the draft, in a highly 
anticipated decision, Laurie Patton was traded to 
Tampa Bay University to rejoin her former teammate 
and the university's current president, All-American 
athlete Tom Brady. 


Quidditch League Introduces Home-Training Plan, 
Members Continuously Read Same Seven Books 


As Middlebury remains 
uncertain about the Fall semester, 
the Middlebury Quidditch 
team has announced a training 
initiative to make sure the six 
team members are ready for the 
next season. 

Captain Eliza Palmer‘21, has 
announced that all athletes who 
want a shot at varsity next year 
are expected to read the entire 
“Harry Potter” septology over and 
over again. 

“It’s hard to recreate campus 
at home. Some athletes may not 
have access to brooms, or siblings 
who want to play quidditch with 
them, but we can all join together 
in the one activity we loved doing 
together. Substituting these 


books for a personality,’ said 
Palmer. 

“Remaining in peak physical 
condition is easy, but being able 
to reliably throw a quaffle through 
a hoop at four yards out or 
chasing down the golden snitch 
with a broom between your legs 
while simultaneously immersing 
yourself in the world of J.K. 
Rowling's masterpiece? That takes 
practice,” Palmer continued. 

The entire team seems to be 
very enthusiastic about the plan 
and has taken to social media to 
let the world know they are fans 
of the franchise; something that 
came as a shock to exactly 0% of 
the student population. “Guess 
who gets to nerd out and has 


an excuse to spend quarantine 
continually reading the seven 
greatest literary works of all 
time!” Tweeted team keeper Alex 
Padolt ‘22. “I guess l'm just a total 
Ravenclaw.” 

One of the team’s starting 
Chasers, Michael Lewis ‘22, 
noted that when he returns 
to Middlebury he is going to 
relish the opportunity to make 
connections between the plot 
of the fifth novel in the series 
and various readings for his 
upcoming courses on the Trump 
administration and ancient 
political philosophy. “If you think 
about it,” he said, “Mike Pence is 
really the Lucious Malfoy of our 
generation.” 


SPORTS 


Middlebury 
Football 

Camp Teaches 
Players How to 
Tackle Global 
Pandemic 


In preparation for reopening 
campus for the fall semester, 
the Middlebury football team 
will return to campus on July 
25th to begin training against 
the NESCAC’s newest and most 
ruthless rival: COVID-19. 

Rather than preparing to 
dominate other NESCAC players, 
both incoming and veteran 
Panthers will instead practice 
running 4-3 defenses to protect 
immuno-compromised students, 
faculty, and staff. This comes after 
an unprecedented decision by 
the Board of Trustees to designate 
the football team as Middlebury’s 
first-ever Coronavirus Prevention 
Squad, an essential workforce 
to sweep the virus from our 
community. 

Boardmember Kareem Sickle 
explains the logic behind the 
program. “It just makes sense”, he 
said. “Their big, burly bodies and 
unbreakable brotherhood are 
perfect for enforcing stay-at-home 
orders. If they keep their head 
on the swivel, they'll be able to 
detect the disease in a heartbeat if 
it decides to challenge their title” 

An email from the athletics 
department stated that the 
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Although fall semester, spring semester, language schools, 
summer research, Bread Loaf and J-Term all had to be cancelled, 
Middlebury’s annual football camp is thankfully still on. 


football team will actually be on 
the front lines physically fighting 
the virus. “Intimidating the virus is 
something that the CDC has not 
tried, so we aim to apply our skills 
as a team to buckle down, look 
this thing in the eye, and maybe 
ask for some more chocolate milk.’ 
Head Coach Anthony Grauci 
praised the new policy, saying 
that he believes that the 
undefeated Division III team will 
be up to their latest challenger 
of an unprecedented worldwide 
epidemic. “We're going back to 
the fundamentals: formation 
recognition, ass-slapping, and 
motion adjustments. This will 
make space for the real medical 
professionals to flow downhill 
and make plays,’ Grauci noted. 


“By all estimates, with the 
Pandemic Task Force around, the 
campus reopening is set to be a 
touchdown,’ 

High school senior and star 
running-back Teddy Madden 
‘25 is excited to see how the 
Middlebury summer football 
camp, which usually focuses 
on building up footwork and 
endurance, will pivot to building 
up a crumbling healthcare 
infrastructure. 

“Last year, coach Grauci taught 
us how to adjust our routes based 
on which way the linebacker was 
leveraging us. This year, we're 
learning to adjust nationwide 
policy based on casualties per 
day.” 
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When We Go Back, Let Me Pet the Horses 


Did you know that Middlebury 
has an equestrian team? Do you 
know what an equestrian is? 

It’s someone who rides horses. 
Certain people called “horse girls,’ 
however, have made it impossible 
to show even a little bit of interest 
in beautiful equines without 
seeming slightly scary, as though 
one would secretly prefer to be 

a horse themself. This stigma, 

| believe, has kept Middlebury 
from celebrating the beautiful 
ponies it presumably owns. I’m 
not a horse girl. l'm merely a 
young woman who respects the 
strong, handsome, muscular, 

and peaceful creatures that have 
transported and accompanied 
humans for millennia. 

My proposal is this: several 
times each semester, the 
Middlebury Equestrian Team 
should parade their beautiful 
stallions and stallion-ettes 
across campus, stopping at key 
checkpoints to let friendly, gentle 


students give nature's cars a little 
tummy rub. We could call this the 
“Horse Parade” or the “Ponywalk.” 
When it’s my turn to pet the 
horse, | would like to smush my 
cheek against the horse's side 
and listen to the heartbeat of the 
quadruped. Doesn't that sound 
nice? Doesn't that sound calming? 
| happen to know that 
Middlebury is still on some weird 
vibes after the Panther Parade flop 
of Fall 2018, and | also know that 
they are stressed the fuck out over 
c********* | suppose, when they 
return to Middlebury, students 
will think they want to “get drunk” 
and “be raucous,’ and so on, to 
get out all of the negative energy. 
But they don’t know what they 
want, | know what they want—| 
can sense down to the core of 
each person in my classes, each 
person | have caught the eye of in 
Proctor, that every single one of 
them is dying and begging to pet 
a horse. | suspect that they won't 


even want to “drink” and “smoke 
Sativa” and “have sex” after they’ve 
scratched behind a horse’s ear— 
that’s how restorative these gentle 
giants are. Just like me, they'll 
catch the horse bug. 

I'm not a horse girl! | just, 
more than anything, would like 
to pet a horse. | thus implore 
Middlebury’s Equestrian Team to 
get off its high, um....how does 
the expression go? High chair? 
High seat?....and, anyway, share 
the ponies with the people, for 
wellness, and for America. 


Letters from Lang: Where Did Everybody Go? 


Ummm, hi there. Uh, this is a bit awkward but | 
had a lot of work to do for my thesis, so | brought 
a mini-fridge and an egg-laying chicken into my 
Lang single for sustenance and haven't left in over 
a month. But, uh, | finally went outside for the first 
time last week and is it just me or is campus a little 


emptier than usual? 


| mean, | picked that beautiful single in the 
desolate landscape that is Lang for the peace and 
quiet. A beautiful escape from those little college 
brats, whom | am much better than. But when | 
finally perfected that last glorious citation for my 
thesis, The Stanford Prison Experiment Wasn't That 


(my thesis) and | don’t know how to turn it off. So, 
could someone tell me what's going on? Where 
is everyone? Is there a sale at the gear store in 
Burlington or something? 

| know there was a pretty bad bout of Mono going 
around campus in J-Term, but surely that would only 


clear out the people who go around kissing without 


Bad, | stepped outside and saw nobody. 

| needed to write to the Local Noodle because 
| got an app that blocks social media content to 
help me focus on the most important thing in life 


protection. No Lang-ophiles are that foolish... yet all 
but myself seem to be gone. | am starting to feel as 
if extreme social isolation is not fun if | can’t choose 
it for myself. If the outside world is silent and distant 
then Lang is no longer special, and if Lang is no 
longer special what does that make me? 


Please answer my queries, 
Ross C. Hallenge ‘20 
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Reflections on going to Miami, kissing lots of people, and 
partying: Why we have to come back to campus in the Fall 


By CHET STUDEBAKER 

I'm pleased to announce that my spring break 
trip to Miami was a massive success. The alcohol 
was flowing, the beaches were packed, and the 
clubs were absolute mosh pits. | was so sweaty | 
could hardly see. And for those of you wondering, 
although a gentleman never tells, l'Il paraphrase my 
muse Elizabeth Bishop to say the art of smashing 
babes isn't hard to master. 

And yet, despite having all the indicators of a 
phenomenal time, Miami's vibe was tainted (Ha! 
Taint!) this year because my boy Toby couldn't come 
due to “social isolation” and a“global pandemic.” 
Now, | get that the whole ‘rona thing is making the 
rounds and that it’s supposedly the contagious 
equivalent of a“bad hombre,’ but let me tell you this, 
it’s overblown. What you have to understand is that 
Americans are exceptional, and this applies to our 
immune systems as well. Plus, the Christ-like Reagan/ 
Bush ‘84 poster that | kiss every night has gotten me 
through some pretty tough times, and it'll surely 
annihilate this virus too. 

That’s why I’m now using my platform here to urge 
Middlebury College to reopen fast and reopen hard. 
Why? Because my boys and | had a great time in 
Miami, everything is fine, and now we want to come 
back and kiss lots of other people and party there, 


too. 

When | got back, my doctor asked if | had any 
chest pain and | said yes -- from my broken heart 
from missing the homies. And sure, my hearing is 
gone too, but that’s just the hard-earned side effect 
of listening to Galantis for 73 straight hours. Sure, | 
may have a cough that won't go away because | did 
the“10 bong rips in a minute challenge” three times, 
but that’s completely unrelated to this “international 
health crisis.” Sure, Jed’s entire family is in the 
hospital but they're all in the age range that’s most 
at stake: 18-95, so it doesn’t count. 

At first, getting an extra week of Spring Break 
ruled. We had even more time to commit to my 
favorite ritual: grabbing a bunch of barely legal 
sophomore girls and smashing brewskis on the 
beach. But now, I’m pissed. My squad is in peak 
physical form, and now we're in danger of losing our 
gains. Gains of muscle, yes, but more importantly, 
gains of friendship. That’s a kind of gain that cannot 
be sustained in my home gym or over Zoom. 

| beg the administration to give us a real reason 
why we can't come back to campus already. The boys 
demand action. Because if fall sports are canceled 
and I'm robbed of my eighth shot at the captain of 
the football team, l'Il make you wish | had stopped at 
just peeing in the Atwater elevator. 


Is Jackie Chan Hot? A quiz for 
you and your 


Do you like strong, beautiful 
o ile mern Mhi family! 
tinin T PLAY 
have to be a 
a sexual 


PEN 


Did you enjoy the > ee Wax on wax off 
2010 reboot of — = amiright 
The Karate Kid 


starring Jaden 


o Smith? 


ROT YOUR BRAIN 
Ok, well did — ™ l Did you | i 
ou know JC E r 
“is. trained | he As? UNGODLY SATIRE? 


OF COURSE JACKIE CHAN IS HOT 


Beginner & 


Your words: 


Can't get 
enough of 
the NYT 
Spelling 
Bee? 
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